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2 Vancouver 

Vancouver is the largest metropolitan centre in western Canada and the third largest 

in the country. 

 

The city's population is 545,671 and that of the metropolitan area 2,186,965. 

Vancouver is one of the cities of the Greater Vancouver Regional District (GVRD) 

and of the larger geographic region commonly known as the Lower Mainland of BC. 

The mayor is Sam Sullivan (see List of Mayors of Vancouver). The Port of Vancouver 

is significant on a world scale, and Vancouver is also the third largest film production 

centre for US-based productions in North America after Hollywood and New York. 

Vancouver will be the host city for the 2010 Winter Olympics, the 2006 United 

Nations World Urban Forum and the 2007 Memorial Cup. Vancouver will also host 

some games for the 2007 FIFA U20 World Cup. 

 

The weather in the summer is very sunny and in the winter very rainy. But 

nevertheless both seasons has its advantages. In the summer you can relax and 

enjoy the lifestyle, the beaches and the fantastic Stanley Park. In the winter there are 

great possibilities for skiing in one of the most beautiful skiing area in the world in 

“Whistler”.  
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3 Accommodation 

 

I was placed in a real Canadian family with 2 young kids in the age of 10 and 12. The 

accommodation was really awesome. I got one room and a separated bath room. 

The internet access was free. They had DSL but this wasn’t that fast than in 

Germany, but fast enough to use SkypeOut. 

The family was very friendly and I got always enough to drink and to eat which is 

included in the Homestay Program of the Kwantlen University College. The only bad 

thing was the walk to the next bus top to get to school or downtown. It took a 10 to 15 

minute walk up a hill before getting a public transportation connection. 

It is advisable to buy the monthly fare saver ticket which costs about 60 bugs 

(approx. 50 Euro). Otherwise the public transportation will get you very expensive 

and if you have no coins you will get in trouble to get a ride. In buses you only can 

pay with coins and the exact amount. 
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4 Kwantlen University College 

 

The Kwantlen University College is a very multicultural school. You can find and 

make a lot of friends from different countries but of course with native Canadians too. 

For international students they offer an international student day for newbies on this 

school before class’s starts. 

 

They offer a lot of leisure time activities like badminton or basketball tournaments. 

You also can join the Kwantlen Eagles a very tough soccer team playing in a school 

league.  

I preferred to use the talon room which is located exactly vis-à-vis of the own 

cafeteria of the school. The cafeteria has a really huge wide screen television and 

Wireless LAN for permanent internet access which is very important for a computer 

scientist ;). 

The campus is bigger than our campus in Munich. The courtyard is big and a little 

pond with real frogs makes the atmosphere great and relaxed. 

The cafeteria of the University College is not cheap but the food tastes really good. 

The Range of different food is not very large but there is a very good and cheap 

pizza restaurant (1 pizza slice for only 1 dollar) and a Greek food corner aside the 

campus. 
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5 Courses 

The courses are similar to the size of our classes in Munich. Most of the students are 

generally very young because there are lots of students which came directly from the 

high school. The education levels are very different. I had some classes which were 

very easy but some which were really learn intensive. Each class includes a project 

which you have to do with other students together and create a presentation at the 

end in front of the class. 

 

Here are my courses I took: 

�  Essentials of Management 

�  Technology for Business 

�  Data Communication (includes CNAA1 certificate of Cisco) 

�  Software Engineering Implementation (abutted to PMI) 

�  Modern Analysis and Design 

 

For exchange students it is not allowed participating more than 5 classes. But I 

promise you, 5 classes are really more than enough. 

Some classes may have 3 tests (2 midterms and 1 final exam) and additional 

assignments by the way. 

So if you also want to discover Canada you should better participate in 3 or 4 

courses. 

 

If you need some course excerpts which also include the whole description of the 

courses, you can contact the International Office (intend@kwantlen.ca) for further 

information. 
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6 Language 

 

It is not hard to understand Canadian native speaker. The accent is very light and the 

pronunciation is very clear. Of course you will need some weeks before you get 

familiar with this situation speaking English from the scratch without any real 

practices before. 

 

The Language Buddy Program offers you a great opportunity to enhance your 

English with a native speaker (buddy) interested in communicating with international 

students. Participants of the language Buddy program meet daily for 1 to 2 hours in 

the cafeteria for communicating in English. One person is always there for 

organization and common care for the “buddies”. 

 

I took part in the program and it was really interesting to get to know so many nice 

people. I just can advise you to join the program. 
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7 Hints 

Here are some locations which you shouldn’t miss visiting/ travelling: 

�  Capilano Suspension Bridge 

�  Salmon Factory 

�  Grouse Mountain 

�  Aquarium (located in Stanley Park) 

�  Stanley Park 

�  Victoria (on Vancouver Island) 

�  White Rock (Natural Border to USA) 

�  Seattle �  (approx. 240 kilometres away from Vancouver) 

�  China Town 
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8 Costs 

You don’t have to pay for the fees which would be at least 600 to 800 Euros only for 

one course. 

The flight (outward and reward flight) will cost you approx. 900 Euros. 

The Homestay Program will cost you approx. 500 Euros a month and the monthly 

Fare saver ticket for travelling with the public transportation system will cost you 

approx. 50 Euros a month. 

You will also need an extra abroad health insurance which will cost you approx. 150 

Euros for 4 months. 

Of course there will be some hidden costs like buying new clothes etc. but to put it in 

a nutshell, you will need at least 4,000 Euro for the whole semester abroad which is 

1,000 Euro a month. 
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9 Contacts 

 

Here are some very helpful contact addresses: 

 

International Office: 

Name: Susan Allan 

Email: Susan.Allan@kwantlen.ca 

Position: International Education Coordinator 

 

8771 Lansdowne Road 

Richmond, B.C. Canada 

Telephone: (604) 599-2697  

or (604) 599-2534 

Fax: (604) 599-2641 

 

Homestay & Language Buddy Program: 

Name: Lisa McIntosh 

Email: homestay@kwantlen.ca 

 

If you need more information, please feel free contacting me: 

mail@thomasdavid.net 

 


